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Community Schools: Ensuring the success of our families

Left to right, Paula Byrd, VP of
Community & Human Services, Julius
Colón , President/CEO, & Jackie
Peterson, Community School
Coordinator at Pimlico Elementary
Middle School.

A message from the
President/CEO
Our organization strives to revive the Park Heights community with land and economic development, alongside human services programs. As we continue
to work with Baltimore City on
the physical development of Park
Heights, we have moved forward
with several human services
programs to support the families
who live in Park Heights. This
issue of Bold New Heights is
dedicated to the success stories
of our residents. We hope you
enjoy. And Happy Holidays!
Julius “Julio” Colón
President/CEO
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At Pimlico Elementary Middle
School two families suffered home
loss due to fire. With the guidance
of our Community School Coordinator, Jackie Peterson, and the
support of Department of Social
Services Family Preservation, both
families were placed in temporary
care and awarded support to obtain
new living arrangements. The
clothing distribution at Pimlico
this fall was epic. One of our students was able to receive a suit
which was donated to the school.
When the student tried on the jacket, it was clear that wearing a suit
had a positive impact on his confidence.

each students success. Our Community School Coordinators focus
on three primary areas: attendance,
family engagement, and school
climate. In order to address these
areas, Community School Coordinators work with students and
families to identify any barriers
which are preventing students
from attending school, families
from being involved in school and
students from behaving appropriately. PHR sponsors Community
Schools at Arlington, Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., and Pimlico Elementary Middle Schools. These
are their success stories . . .

In support of our parents and families, Pre-GED classes are coming
back to Pimlico in January. Typically we have about 12 parents
who participate in the classes to
further their education and
strengthen their academic connection to their children.
PHR has three Community
Schools in Park Heights. These
schools have committed to working with the residents, churches,
and local area businesses to develop partnerships to insure the success of our students. A Community School recognizes that families
face many challenges outside of
school that impact a student’s ability to be successful in school. To
assist with those challenges, Community Schools have a PHR staff
member onsite, known as a Community School Coordinator, who is
responsible for making sure that
students and families have access
to the resources needed to insure

Line for Pimlico’s fall Food Pantry
Give-Away

One young man in the Pimlico
community, is the father of a special needs student who had missed
several days of school since he
began living with his mother. The
mother is having challenges keeping up with the demands of caring
for the student. The father met
with Community Mediation &
Jackie
Peterson,
Community
School Coordinator, to discuss
how he could help change this
issue. With support, the father and
mother have made arrangements
to partner in providing care for the
student in order to get him to

school on time from now on!
At Arlington Elementary Middle
School we started operating our
Food Pantry a month earlier than
planned due to the food that was
still available from the new library
dedication. In November we had
one week when 30 families selected food from the food pantry.
Families are able to go around the
room and select a limited number
of items of their choice based on
family size.
Additionally, our
Community School Coordinator,
Jimmy Mitchell, was able to refer
a local senior resident to City
Council President, Jack Young’s,
office for needed home repairs. As
a result of this referral the resident
was able to receive a new roof and
new windows.
At Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Elementary Middle School (MLK)
we have opened our Coretta Scott
King Parent Room. Parents are
visiting throughout the week to use
the computers and select food from
the food pantry as needed. Community School Coordinator, Al
Watson, successfully revived attendance incentives at MLK.
Each PHR Community School
offers a Food Pantry, Parent
Rooms, and other support services.

MLK Students receive certificates for
perfect attendance
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Preserving Families through Partnerships

Cathy Fox, DSS Family Preservation
Worker stationed at PHR

PLEASE NOTE:
The stories in this newsletter are true
and individual names have been omitted in order respect the privacy of
those individuals.

Be an Active Parent and
Support Our Schools
Learn more and
register online at
advancingcommunityschoolsinbaltimore.org

HOME BUYERS’
WORKSHOPS
AVAILABLE
Contact Saunie Tubman
Manager of Housing Services
At: 410-664-4890 ext. 111

Join us for
RESIDENT COMMUNITY
COUNCIL MEETINGS
on the 2nd Thursday of
Every Month
5:30 pm at the Zeta Center

SERVICE PROVIDER’S
NETWORK
Every other month on the 2nd
Wednesday from
12 pm—1:30 pm
1st Floor Conference Room
3939 Reisterstown Road

NEXT MEETING IN JANUARY
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A family referred to the Department of Social Services Family
Preservation office through the
Northwest Community Action
Center at 3939 Reisterstown
Road, 1st floor. The first time
the family came in, Family
Preservation worker, Cathy Fox,
assisted them with catching up
on their rent. Later, the mother
lost her job which caused them
to fall behind in rent again. The
family includes a 40 year old
single mother and her 6 year old
son. The mother was again referred to DSS Family Preservation Worker Cathy Fox. This
time the family was about to be
evicted. The mother had found a
new job, but was still behind in
rent. DSS family preservation

was able to help her catch up on
rent. This family needed the
support of DSS because the
mother was from out of state and
did not have any resources or
family here in Baltimore.
Our front page story referred to
families who lost their homes
due to fire. One of those families suffered a fire in September
of 2012. Sadly, the family lost
the stepfather, leaving the rest of
the family homeless- grandmother (age 57), uncle (age 31),
mother (age 36) and three children ages 9 to 13) DSS worked
with Red Cross to identify shelter for the family at a hotel.
Then they worked together to
find the family an apartment.
Once they identified a new home

for the family, Red Cross provided a check for food and some
furniture, and DSS provided a
bed for mom and children,
clothes for the family, and made
sure that the security deposit was
paid. Red Cross paid the first
month’s rent to support the family until they could get on their
feet.
Cathy Fox, visits area schools
Pimlico,
MLK,
Arlington,
Edgecombe Circle, Langston
Hughes, and Creative City twice
monthly to provide resources
and answer questions. If you
know a family in need of support, call (410) 664-4890
ext.120, to be referred to DSS
Family Preservation.

Safe Streets Changes Lives
Rashad Singletary, our Safe
Streets Violence Prevention
Coordinator (VPC) shared this
story . . . A young man, 21 years
old, who had never worked before and was living with his
relatives because his mother is a
drug addict, came in and developed a relationship with the VPC
and the other Safe Streets staff.
He is a high risk individual. He
would participate in basketball
games and spend time in the
center just talking. He wanted to
get a job, but he didn't want
anything that dealt with heights
because of his fear of heights.
Rashad drove him to Abacus
Incorporated, a third party hiring
industry for Under Armor. He
completed his application and
successfully passed his interview, but he did not hear anything from Abacus for two and a
half weeks. He became discouraged and started to consider
reverting back to the streets. He
was coming to Safe Streets daily
with updates, sharing his nervousness and insecurity about the

job. He also said that he was
trying his best not to go back on
the streets but it was very difficult because he did not have any
money.
Rashad continued to encourage
him helping him to understand
how to endure the process and
explaining that corporate America doesn't work as quickly as we
would like them too. He also
encouraged him to apply to other
positions in order to avoid
“putting all of his eggs in one
basket”.
Soon after, Rashad received a
phone call from Abacus advising
him that the young man had been
selected for employment in Under Armour’s warehouse. He
has been working there since
August and you can see the difference. He doesn't come in the
office as much because he works
from 7 am to 7 pm 4 days a
week, but when he does come in
he is well-groomed: his hair is
cut and his clothes are clean-a
180 degree difference from what

he looked like before. He continues to participate in Safe
Streets basketball tournaments
and he maintains contact with
the staff. After assisting over 20
youth with securing employment, Safe Streets staff has
learned that when the young
people get jobs they are very
eager to help someone else. This
young man comes back and
encourages other participants to
get a job so they can have income and not have to worry
about anybody coming after
them. Rashad says that now, this
young man doesn't have to look
back, unless he drops something.
Additionally our Safe Street
Staff distributed over 30 meals
on Thanksgiving Day . . .

Meals delivered to residents by
Safe Street Staff on
Thanksgiving Day.
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Obtaining, Maintaining, and Preserving Home Ownership
An elderly couple had an original loan that had a $75,000 balloon payment due in August
2014. The husband was very
nervous about the payment because he knew that he did not
have the money to meet the payment by next year. PHR’s housing counselors were able to work
with the lender to modify the
loan and reduce the principle by
$20,000, as a result, the couple
will be able to have their home
paid in full in seven years! The
couple no longer has to be concerned with the $75,000 payment. They are so appreciative
of Karen Gary of PHR for taking
the time to work with them, and
for not only getting rid of the
$75,000 payment due, but also
for putting them in a position

where they will have their home
paid off in full in seven years!
A resident of the Park Heights
community for nearly 35 years ,
Florence Williamson-Rowlette
had little hope, but big dreams
of owning a home. Referred by
the Northwest Community Action Center in December 2012,
Florence rented the 1st floor
apartment of 2527 Oakley avenue for $1,100 a month. Florence relied on the expertise and
knowledge of Saunie Tubman
(PHR Manager, Housing Services). The two developed an
action plan that consisted of
dispute letters to the three major
credit bureaus, settlement agreements, a newly implemented
budget and a lot of sacrifice.
Almost giving up, Florence was
re-encouraged by Ms, Tubman

more than once. After remaining
consistent to the regimen and
trusted guidance of Ms. Tubman,
Florence’s mid credit score increased from 496 to 708. On
September 30, 2013, Florence
purchased 2604 Oakley Avenue,
a 3 bedroom, 1 ½ bath, single
family detached home for
$104,000.00. Florence Williamson- Rowlette now has a housing
payment of $796.00 (Principal,
Interest, Taxes and Insurance), a
whopping $304.00 decrease
from her former rental payment.
As a HUD approved housing
counseling agency, PHR was
able to assist Florence with securing $25,000.00 in closing
help, 4% seller concession and
new purchaser tax credit of
$600.00. Ms. Florence Williamson- Rowlette, looks out of her

2604 Oakley Avenue

front window daily at her old rental
unit and smiles about the course that
her life has taken over the past year.
“I could not have done it without
PHR, Saunie believed in me when I
didn’t want to believe in myself, she
encouraged me when I chose to give
up and she has empowered me for
years to come”.
-Portion of article written by Saunie
Tubman, Housing Manager.

Supporting Neighborhood Associations
The Cordelia-Hayward-Cuthbert
(CHC) Community Association
asked Park Heights Renaissance
to sponsor the CHC Christmas
dinner on Thursday, December
12, 2013, with the goal of
providing dinner for up to 25
community members. The dinner allowed CHC to express
their appreciation to the residents in their community, and to

HIPPY Inspires
Last year there was a hit and run
in Park Heights. The gentleman
who died in this tragic incident
was in his late 20’s. He had
recently turned his life around
and dedicated himself to his
family and young son who was 3
years old at the time. The mother of the son, who is now 4, is
enrolled in the HIPPY program.
One of our home visitors, Lance,
recently met the mother while

show appreciation to PHR for all
of the assistance Ms. Neale has
provided.
Ms. Odessa Neale, Community
Organizer for PHR has been
instrumental in the development
of the association. She has assisted in flyer creation, meeting
locations, consultation and organizational support. On November 16, 2013, the association

hosted their first community
pitch-in. With the support of
Odessa Neale, CHC secured
Arlington Elementary Middle
School for their monthly meetings. She has also helped to secure salt boxes at two different
locations, and assisted CHC to
have two streets resurfaced since
their first meeting. Ms. Neale
has worked with the organiza-

tion on creating by-laws, setting
goals, creating committees, and
defining their association boundaries.
CHC continues to build their relationship with PHR as they grow
their Association.
- Article submitted by Odessa
Neale, Community Organizer

(Home Instruction for Parents of Preschool Youngsters)
recruiting at St. Vincent’s de
Paul Headstart program. She
had expressed an interest in HIPPY in the spring when the program started in Park Heights;
however, she was still grieving
and recovering from the tragedy
at the time. Lance has visited
with the mother and can already
see that the program has given
her structure. The trauma the
family experienced last year

caused some chaos, but the HIPPY program inspires her to sit
down daily and spend focused
time working with her son on his
kindergarten readiness skills.
She is very appreciative of the
structure, the curriculum, the
materials, and the encouragement she receives during her
weekly visits from her Home
Instruction Specialist, Lance.

HIPPY program student.
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Meet Our New Chairman of the Board
PHR would like to welcome and
introduce our new Chairman of
the Park Heights Renaissance
Board of Directors, Mr. Larry
Jennings, Jr.
Mr. Jennings,
Senior Managing Director and
one of the founders of ValStone
Partners, was formerly a principal of Carnegie Morgan Partners
("CMP"), a financial advisory
firm to state and local governments. Prior to forming CMP in
1994, Mr. Jennings spent over
seven years as an investment
banker at Legg Mason Wood
Walker, Inc. During his tenure
at Legg Mason, Mr. Jennings
rose to the level of Managing
Director and sat on the committee that directed all municipal
investment banking activities of

the firm. Mr. Jennings' investment banking experience includes real estate workouts, restructuring distressed municipal
credits, sale/leaseback of public
real estate assets, and negotiating
energy contracts on behalf of
public and private entities. In
prior years, Mr. Jennings also
worked as a Senior Financial
Analyst with Maryland National
Bank. Since launching his investment banking career in 1987,
Mr. Jennings has completed in
excess of $10 billion in transactions focused on distressed /
credit intensive situations.
Mr. Jennings received a BS in
Mathematics and Economics and
an MS in Industrial Administration (MBA) from the Graduate

“It Takes A Village to Raise A Community”, Neighborhood
Association Workshop on November, 16, 2013. Photo shows
workshop attendees and facilitators with Larry Jennings, Jr.

School
of
Industrial
Administration (now the
Tepper
School
of
Business) at
Carnegie
Mellon University, where
he
concentrated in Finance
and
Strategy.

Julius Colón and New Chairman of the Board,
Larry Jennings, Jr.

Mr. Jennings is a member of the
board of trustees of Carnegie
Mellon University, sits on the
Investment and Library Committees, and has co-chaired the
Math Curriculum Advisory
Board; he is also a member of
the Morgan State University
Foundation and chairs the Investment Committee; a Public
Advisor, investment committee
member of the State Retirement
and Pension System of Maryland; current chairman of the
Park Heights Renaissance Corporation of Baltimore (1500 acre
urban redevelopment district);
trustee Baltimore School of the
Arts; trustee Roland Park Country School; trustee Sinai Hospi-

tal; former Chairman of the Boys
Hope Girls Hope of Baltimore;
former Chairman of the National
Foundation for Teaching Entrepreneurship of Baltimore.
Mr. Jennings grew up in Park
Heights and attended Pimlico
Elementary School, Greenspring
Junior High School, and then
graduated from Baltimore Polytechnic Institute. When asked
how it feels to be back in Park
Heights, Mr. Jennings responded, “I am happy to be home.”

After School Programs in Park Heights

Councilwoman Ricky Spector
and Arlington Student at STEM
Recognition Event
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Park Heights Renaissance has
partnered with two organizations
in order to provide After School
programs in our Community
Schools. At Arlington Elementary Middle School and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Elementary
Middle School, PHR is partnered with the Boys and Girls
Club of Metropolitan Baltimore
who provides programming to

approximately 130 students.
Students in grades 3-5 enrolled
in Arlington’s after school program are also participating in the
SABES (STEM Achievement in
Baltimore Elementary Students)
program. The Fall STEM
Recognition Event offered students in the program the opportunity to showcase their STEM
projects.

PHR’s Community School at
Pimlico Elementary Middle, has
partnered with US Dream Academy to provide after school programming to over 90 students
Monday through Friday. All
after school programs provide
academic and social enrichment
activities allowing our children
to extend their learning day in a
safe interactive environment.
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Renaissance Gardens—Senior Apartments Available
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E-mail: pbyrd@phrmd.org

We have a NEW website!!
www.boldnewheights.org

PHR SERVICES AT A GLANCE:
Pre-Purchase Counseling
PHR is recognized by the Baltimore
City Department of Community
Development as a designated housing service provider. As a HUD
approved housing counseling agency, PHR is able to certify our participants for homebuyer education and
closing cost assistance by administering the following programs: City
Lift;
Community
Development
Block Grants; Live New Your Work;
Community Partners, Inc.; Section 8
Homeownership Programs; City
Employee Assistance Program;
amongst others.

Foreclosure
Counseling

Prevention

PHR serves as an independent agent
to help both the homeowner and the
lender come to an amicable resolution to mortgage foreclosure cases.
PHR assists residents through the
maze of paperwork that is associated
with loan modifications, workout
plans and settlement agreements.
PHR has been designated an official
Emergency Mortgage Assistance
(EMA) Referral Site.

Neighborhood Rehabilitation Loan Program
PHR Neighborhood Rehabilitation
Loan Program has assisted 96 families with home renovations totaling
more than $2 million for projects
including new furnaces, roof replacements, porches, lead abatement, and
critical life and safety improvements.
Recipients of these rehabilitation
loans pay no interest, and if residents
continue to own or occupy their
homes for the next ten years, repayment is forgiven. These incentives
help families make repairs to aging
and slightly distressed homes, which
strengthens the neighborhood while
securing their future. PHR partners
with Baltimore Housing to provide
additional resources to the homes
that qualify.

School-Based Programs
Park Heights Renaissance, currently
sponsors four school-based programs
designed to provide students and
their families with the supports needed for them to achieve academic
success. We have three Community
Schools located at Arlington, Dr.

Martin Luther King, Jr., and Pimlico
Elementary Middle Schools.
A
community school is both a place
and a set of partnerships between the
school and other community resources. Its integrated focus on academics, health and social services,
youth and community development,
attendance, and community engagement leads to improved student
learning, stronger families and
healthier communities.
HIPPY
stands for Home Instruction for
Parents of Preschool Youngsters.
This program serves parents of youth
ages 3 to 5 offering them instruction
which will allow them to help their
children be kindergarten ready.
Project LIFTT (Learning Ignited by
Families and Teachers Together) is a
method of family engagement that
started at Pimlico and Arlington this
year and calls for 6 parents to work
with 6 teachers in the classroom.
SABES (STEM Achievement for
Baltimore Elementary Students) is
beginning this year at Arlington.
This program allows for teachers and
after school staffed to be trained
STEM and for students to have
STEM programming during and after
school.

Community-Based
Programs
PHR has partnered with different
organizations in the community to
offer programming at Towanda
Community Center.
Currently,
Towanda houses an After School
program on Monday through Friday
from 3 pm-6pm.
PHR, facilitates monthly Resident
Community Counsel meetings and bi
-monthly Service Providers Network
meetings, meetings. In 2014,PHR
will host 3 Neighborhood Association Workshops focused on building
the capacity of Neighborhood Associations in the Park Heights Master
Plan Area. Additionally, PHR now
has a full time Community Organizer
on staff who will work closely with
Neighborhood Association presidents and residents to insure that
community needs are being addressed with an organizers approach.
For more information about any of
the services PHR provides, please
call or visit us at: 3939 Reisterstown
Road, Suite 268, Baltimore, MD
21215 (410) 664-4890 press 0 for
the operator.

This edition of Bold New Heights Newsletter written and designed by Paula Byrd, edited by Julius Colón.

